dramatic interpretation, and I expect that I when I yell GO! they will explode into
sculptures they are proud of. [ will tell them that they can have as much fun as they want

to with this closure activity, and that they can be as abstract or metaphorical as they like.
GO! GO!

Materials Needed

o Copies of “The Bill.” by Tom Robbins
e Envelopes

e Paper and writing utensils

Methods of evaluation (with the specific objectives which they evaluate indicated)
Student participation (2.1, 3.1, 8.1, 10.3)
Student letters (1.4, 5.1, 9.2, 10.3)

*Note: See appendix to the unit for complete evaluation plan.

Lesson Evaluation




What is to come?

The fourth week. which will be a transitory week from self-identity toward some larger
piece of literature (which I think will be a relatively gentle transition for any work
because of the universality of our unit’s theme) is still in the planning phases. Some
ideas:

+ Looking once again at the questions that the students wrote and asked the
psychologist. We can use this as a basis to talk about what makes a “good™ question.
This is where [ would ask them to develop a true list of their big questions (Postman
and Weingartner). We can talk, as a group. about what kind of questions prompted
the best answers from the psychologist. What kind of questions prompted answers
from which we learned the most?

+ [mmediately in the fourth week, I would have the students fill out their own self-
evaluation form (included with the evaluation materials). I wanted to save this until
their work was complete with this unit. I think this would be a good way for the
students to set goals for themselves in the next unit. This may be a good time to have
conferences with each student, as well.

+ More dramatic improvisation! Ilove it! Maybe we could transition from sculptures
into machines!

+ Instruction about revision. [ want the students to work with their scripts and
discourse choice writings again. [ want to spend some time talking about aspects of
revision and engineer the beginning phases of peer-revision activities (to be used
frequently as the year progresses).

+ Some more critiquing of the media. [ would like to bring more music and television
into the classroom. I'm sure that we could tie it in (as well as teach the students to be
conscious consumers of the media) with what we are studying.

+ Continuing to explore ourselves as we study EVERYTHING! We will use our study
of self-identity as a basis for all of our future learnings.

A
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Evaluation Plan

My philosophy of evaluation:

My unit hopes to appeal to all different kinds of students. I tried to emphasize the
many different kinds of intelligences as well as the different aims of an English classroom
in my thematic unit. Therefore, my philosophy of evaluation includes the many kinds of
intelligences and diverse language art skills.

[ believe that we are teachers to teach students, not just content. Because of this. I
believe that the process of learning is as important as the products of learning. [ will
therefore not give a test at unit’s end. Instead, students’ growth will be measured in
formative and summative increments and processes and products will receive equal
weight in tallying final unit grades. Because I believe that completely competitive
classrooms alienate more than half of the students. my evaluation goals will be more
cooperative than competitive. I realize that many students are used to the grade-reward-
or-punishment system, but I am trying to get the students away from this frame of mind.
I'm trying to get the grade conscious students to see that there is more to learning than
Just the grades; and simultaneously, I am trying to get the students who have rejected
school because of grades to see that learning is valuable and that grades can accurately
retlect their growth. The goals of my unit are not things that can be measured by perfect
Standard English grammar or correct 5-paragraph essays. My goals, theme-based, are
what will drive my evaluation methods. And part of teaching, I believe, is meeting
students where they are and helping them grow. Because of this, [ believe that evaluation
should measure growth, not objective perfection.

['intend to provide a balance of different evaluation methods. I include formative
assessment so that students are prepared and have time to improve and work for a
summative evaluation. Grades should not be a surprise. . . But everyone should have the
capability of doing well.

Unit Learning Objectives to be evaluated:

Student learning of the following general objectives will be evaluated:
Cognitive:
1. Understand identity as having a central place in literature and in personal
thought.
Think critically about self-identity.
Develop responses to literature.
. Recognize that differences make the world o rich place
Affective:

NGRS

Value themselves and their experiences.
Value the culture and experiences of others.
7. Share teclings with others.

Performance: C CD

N



8. Speak confidently in their own voice.
9. Use language to communicate their situations and experiences.
10. Compose in various forms of discourse.

Virginia SOL’s

10.1 The student will participate in and report small-group learning activities.

10.3 The students will read and critique literary works from a variety of eras in a

variety of cultures.

Specific process outcomes to be evaluated:

1.

R

(OS]

N

9.

Understand identity as having a central place in literature and in personal thought.
1.1 Create comparisons between characters’ psyche and their own. [Day 3,6]
1.2 Identity problems of identity in literary characters. [Day 3,5.6.8]

1.4 Think critically about aspects of themselves that need improvement. [Day
10,11}

. Think critically about self-identity.

-

2.3 Identify influences on identity. [Day 1,2]
2.4 Understand the word “consciousness.” [Day 2]
2.6 Understand the term “cultural identity.” [Day §]

Develop responses to literature.

.1 Respond to a variety of literature. [Day 1,2,3,4,7,8,11]}
.2 Discuss a variety of discourse modes. [Day 4,6,7]

.3 Understand the concept of metaphor. [Day 2]

4 Critique the language of the media. [Day 9]

LI LY L Lo

Recognize that differences make the world a rich place.
4.2 Discuss the role of culture in identity consciousness. [Day §]

Value themselves and their experiences.
5.1 Communicate with themselves about their own identity issues. [Day 11]

Value the culture and experiences of others.
6.2 Discuss cultural identity. [Day 8]

. Share feelings with others.

7.2 Share ideas/feelings with the large group. [Day 3,8.9]

. Speak confidently in their own voice.

8.1 Feel confident and safe about sharing. [Day 1.4,5,6,8,11]
8.2 Share with small and large group. [Day 8]
8.3 Articulate feelings and thoughts. [Day 2.5.,6.9]

Use language to communicate their situations and experiences.

(5



9.1 Share in small groups. [Day 6.7.8.9]
9.3 Speak to larger group about identity issues in their lives. [Day 1.9.10]

10.1 The student will participate in and report small group learning activities.
10.1.1 Work 1n pairs. [Day 3.4.5.8]
10.1.2 Work in teams of four. [Day 9]

10.3 The student will read and critique literary works from a variety of eras in a variety
of cultures.
10.3.1 Interpret Danny Santiago’s “The Somebody.” [Day 3]
10.3.2 Interpret Alice Walker’s “The Flowers.” [Day 8]
10.3.5 Interpret Sandra Cisneros” vignette “Smart Cookie.” [Day 4]

Specific product outcomes to be evaluated:

I. Understand identity as having a central place in literature and in personal thought.
1.3 Dramatize characters™ perception of self. [Day 3]

(S8

Think critically about self-identity.
2.1 Create dramatic interpretations. [Day 2,11]
2.2 Create visual depictions of identity. [Day 1]

(9

Develop responses to literature.
3.5 Write a script. [Day 4]

4. Recognize that differences make the world a rich place.
4.1 Define what it means to “be somebody.” [Day 3.4.5.6]

W

Value themselves and their experiences.
5.2 Create metaphors to shed light on their identities. [Day 2]

6. Value the culture and experiences of others.
6.1 Identify differences between the identities of literary characters. [Day 4.5.6]

7. Share teelings with others.
7.1 Present products of thought and effort to the class. [Day 1.3]

9. Use language to communicate their situations and experiences.
9.2 Compose various pieces about themselves and their identities. [Day
2.6.7.8.11]

10. Compose in various forms of discourse.
10.1T Work cooperatively to compose a product. [Day 4.3]
J

10.2° Experiment with different discourses. [Day 3.6.7
10,3 Experiment with different genres. [Day 4.5.7.11] w



10.1 The student will participate in and report small-group learning activities.
10.1.3 Present learnings to the larger group. [Day 3.3.8.9]

Methods of Evaluation:

My primary strategy is a tallying of points. i.e.. students receive points for completion of
the various products and processes. These points. at unit end, will be calculated into a
final unit grade (Figgins, draft of evaluation plan).

Informal assessment strategies:
Learning Logs (Adaptation of Milner/Milner, p. 379-81)

Students will be responsible for:

1) completing assignments in the Log
a) metaphor writing
b) two learning station products
¢) including the magazine images they picked out and explanations
of their choice

2) recording choices in the Log

3) contributing in other specified ways, as they choose, in the Log (see

Log assignment)

Exit Writings
Student will be responsible and awarded points for completing:
1) an exit writing about what it takes to “be somebody™
2) an exit writing about “cultural identity”
53) list of questions for a psychologist about identity

Participation Log
Teacher will keep track of this unless other tactics need to be
employed. Participation will be informally kept track of in the teacher’s
Anecdotal Records (see example) (Milner/Milner, p. 386-87). If this is
not effective, the teacher will confront students on an individual basis and
explore other options (such as students keeping track of their own
participation, etc.) These points will be very easily achieved by the
students--as a way to promote a safe classroom environment in which
students can succeed. Both participation in discussions, dramatic
interpretations, and participation in small groups will be evaluated in this
way. This is to ensure that the teacher is not spending all of her time
evaluating every move the students make

Formal assessment strategies:
Writing Portfolios (Milner/Milner. p. 382
This will be a place where students will keep their writings-in-progress
that they plan on returning to. and their finished writing pieces that they <ﬂ'7



have composed. In this unit. there will be no “finished™ work. but there
will be two things included in the portfolio to which we will return when
we learn about revision in the week following the thematic unit. Students
will therefore receive points for completing the drafts. A more specific
rubric will be created when the teacher views the students” writings and
focuses revision instruction based on their writing issues. To be included:

1) Script

2) Choice of discourse writing

Self Evaluation
Students will assess their own growth and effort.

Unit Grade Formula:

Process:
Learning Logs
student additions 20

(minimum of 2)

Exit Writings

3 (@ 5 pts each 15
Participation

from Anec. records 20
Product:

Writing Portfolio
2 in-process writings (@ 10 pts each 20

Self Evaluation
based on student growth 15

Learning Logs

4 assignments @ 35 pts each 20
Process points total: 55 Product point total: 35

Total points available: 110*

* Note: In addition. there will be extra credit points available if students write more than
they are required and show exemplary involvement in the class.

Rationale tor point system as it is emploved: é%



[ do not think that my profiled students are prepared to be evaluated for anything
other than their efforts and participation at this point. I have not taught them anything
about the mechanics of writing. or about the best ways to dramatically perform and I
therefore would be unfair to hold them to criteria to which they had not been introduced.
This is the first unit of the year, and [ am trying to create an environment in which these
kids feel safe. . . A place where they can voice their opinions verbally. bodily. and on
paper without being threatened by tough evaluation rubrics. As I coach the students
toward bettering their skills, I will develop evaluation plans which stress those skills. But
at this point. [ am just trving to find out what skills they already have.

The following scale will be used to compute a unit grade:

110-99 A
98-88 B
87-77 C
76-66 D
0-65 [ncomplete (which becomes an F if student does not complete

work before the end of the grading period)
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APPENDIX A:

SQURCES FOR STUDY IN
INTRODUCTORY WEEK



NAME

Appointment Sheet

Directions: Find 7 individuals in the class to make appointments with. Make sure that
vou have only one appointment with any given classmate. And make sure that he/she
signs your sheet in the same slot that you sign on his/her sheet. Get ready to have some
fun and to learn about your fellow classmates!!!

Appointment #1

Appointment #2

Appointment #3

Appointment #4

Appointment #3

Appointment #6

Appointment #7

J



Name

Sentence Completion

Complete the following sentences. Write as much as you wish on each one. Your
answers will be kept confidential unless you wish to share them.

1. I'm not happy

2. Sometimes [ wish [ were

['m pretty good at

(09

4. My friends think I'm

wh

Writing assignments are

6. When [ get home from school I

7. T have hopes

8. I'm afraid of

9. School is

10. The most important thing to me is




Name

Your Learning Log

During our journey together this year. vou will need a spiral notebook with at least one
pocket to track your learning. When vou buy your Learning Log, I ask that you do the
following things to set it up:

1. Print your name and class period on the outside cover and on the first page inside
vour Learning Log.

On the last page in your Log, write the words “Book List” at the top of the page.

On the inside cover, staple this sheet as a reminder of the purpose and procedures for
the Learning Log.

LI Lo

Throughout the year. I will ask you to log your feelings, choices, and thoughts in your
Learning Log. This is your space. [ will be reading the Log, but it is ultimately there for
vou. The following things can be included in the Log:

e Freewrites that are both assigned in class and that you write on your own.

e Journal entries.

e Sketches and doodles.

e Choices that you make in certain assignments (to be announced when required.)

e Letters to the teacher about progress/problems.

* Responses to books and pieces of writing (including your own).

e Anything else that you deem appropriate--remember you are the pilot of this journey!

** Just make sure you have at least two entries per unit that were not part of assignments,
but that are something of your own initiative and creation.

Things to remember that are VERY important about your Learning Log:

= Every entry should be dated.

= [t you include something in the journal that you prefer that I do not read, you can
simply fold over the page (in half). Remember, trust is key in our classroom!

= You can communicate with me in your journals--I will read and respond to them.

= Your Learning Log is a combination of journal. progress report. response gatherer,

drafting space, idea collector, and thought recorder . . . You will get out of it what you

put into it!

Learning Logs will be evaluated at the end of each unit and assessed according to the

effort and thought that [ see you putting into it. . . Don’t worry, we will be in contact

via your Log to gauge how things seem (o be going.

i




APPENDIX B:

SOURCES FOR STUDY IN

THEMATIC UNIT
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Name

Pre-reading

Consider the story entitled “The Somebody,” by Danny Santiago. Does the title of
author’s name set up any expectations in your mind? What can you possibly predict from
such a small bit of information? List your suppositions drawn simply from this title and
author’s name.

If you drew a blank, and did not know what to suppose, consider these questions.

1. What does the title suggest? Would you assume that a story titled “The Somebody” is
going to be about someone heroic, whimpish, introspective, unlucky?

2. What take on identity do think Santiago’s story will deal with?

3. What kind of themes can your envision going on in this story?

[f these questions prompt an additional reaction to the title, add to your original
supposition list. Now tumn to the first sentence of “The Somebody” and consider where it
might lead the whole text. If the title and author were hooks, the first sentence is the bait:

This is Chato talking, Chato de Shamrock, from the East Side of old L.A.,
and [ want you to know this is a big day in my life because today I quit

school and went to work as a writer.

List what you suppose about the story from reading the first sentence.

l.

o

3.

I'know we have seemingly little to go on here, but we may know more than we think.
Your suppositions may be based on the characters name, where he lives, what you
already know is going on in his life. Other features of the first sentence may cause you to
speculate in other, more imaginative ways. Compare your suppositions with your reading

of “The Somebody.”
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The Flowers
Alice Walker

cotton, peanuts and squash, made

excited little tremors to run up her j
Myop carried 2 short, kno

ens she liked, and worked ou
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except some threads of blue denim from his overalls. The buckles of the
overalls had turned green.

Myop gazed around the spot with interest. Very near where she'd
stepped into the head was a wild pink rose. As she picked it to add to her
bundle she noticed a raised mound, a ring, around the rose’s root. It was the
rotted semains of a noose, a bit of shredding plowline, now blending
benignly into the soil. Around an overhanging limb of a great spreading oak
clung another piece. Frayed, rotted, bleached, and frazzled—barely there—
but spinning restlessly in the breeze. Myop laid down her flowers.

And the summer was Over.




DISCOURSE CHOICES

Choose one of the following choices. You will have the whole period to work on your
writing. After you have finished your draft, go to the back of the room at the designated
tables to share your work. Read your work aloud to the student[s] back there and then
listen as they read their drafts to you. Remember that these are drafts, and therefore do
not need to perfect or final. When you listen to your classmates” writing, try to find
something that you like about their piece, and share that with them. We will share a lot

of our writing with each other this year, and it is good that vou familiarize yourself with
the activity. HAVE FUN WITH THIS!

Choice 1: Monologue

Imagine that someone you care deeply about has just told you that you are worth nothing.
Compose an interior monologue (record what you would be thinking to yourself) about
how you could convince yourself otherwise--that vou are indeed somebody.

A possible place to begin: He/she is so WRONG! [ am somebody because. . .

Choice 2: Dialogue

Write a letter to Chato de Shamrock advising him about what he needs to do to improve
his consciousness of self-identity. Give him some constructive help and tell him what
vou do when you have bouts with self-esteem problems. (You may want to help him find
a hobby in which he can express himself in ways other than by writing his name
everywhere.)

A possible place to begin: Dear Chato, [ have some good advice for you. When [
feel L do. .. '

Choice 3: 1st Person Narrative

Write a journal entry about your plans to better yourself. How will improving small
things about you help you with your sense of identity? Will it increase your
consciousness of self? (remember that you will be sharing this with your classmates, so
don’t include anything that you may not want other people to hear)

A possible place to begin: This year [ want to change certain things about me because. . .

Choice 4: 3rd Person Narrative

Write a fictional biography (the story of one person’s life) of the identity. How is the
identity born? Where is it raised? Who are its parents? What problems does it face?
When does it die? Can it get sick? etc. ‘Treat identity like a character and tell its story.

A possible place to begin: When identity is first born. . .



TOM ROBBINS

THE BILL

For Darrell Bob Houston

THE BEET IS THE MOST INTENSE of vegetables.

The onion has as many pages as War and Peace, every one of
which is poignant enough to make a strong man weep, but
the various ivory parchments of the onion and the stinging
green bookmark of the onion are quickly charred by belly
juices and bowel bacteria. Only the beet departs the body the
same color as it went in. _

Beets consumed at dinner will, come morning, stock a
toilet bowl with crimson fish, their hue attesting to beet’s
chromatic immunity to the powerful digestive acids and thor-
oughgoing microbes that can turn the reddest pimento, the
orangest carrot, the yellowest squash into a single disgusting
shade of brown.

At birth we are red-faced, mund intense, pure. The crim-
son fire of universal consciousness burns in us. Gradually,
however, we are devoured by parents, gulped by schools,
chewed up by peers, swallowed by social institutions, wolfed
by bad habits, and gnawed by age; and by the time we have
been digested, cow style, in those six stomachs, we emerge a
single disgusting shade of brown.

The lesson of the beet, then, is this: hold on to your divine
blush, your innate rosy magic, or end up brown. Once you're

brown, you'll find that you're blue. As blue as indigo. And
you know what that means:
Indigo.
Indigoing.
Indigone.
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APPENDIX C:

LEARNING STATION MATERIALS

FOR INTRODUCTORY WEEK



WHAT IS A PORTFOLIO?

A portfolio is:

e A place where your drafts are stored before you revise them.

e A place where you can see how much your skills are improving.

e A place where you can keep track of all of the great things you are
creating.

o A place where Miss Hennessey can keep track of all the great things you
are creating.

e A place where your efforts are rewarded!
e A place for YOU!

At this station, please make your Portfolio. These drab folders do not tell
me anything about you guys. [ want to know who you are, what you like,
how you think, and why. I want us to get to know each other. So, you
make this folder (with all of the supplies provided here) something that you
are proud of. Make it something that speaks of you in some way. Make it
something that you can pick up and proudly say HERE’S MINE!!

Get creative and have some fun! Remember, this folder
is going to be holding some VERY great stuff!!
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